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THE CONFLICT OF RACES, CLASSES, AND 
SOCIETIES. 1 

"TTHTHIN FIFTY YEARS," said Napoleon at the time of 
* * his greatest glory, and therefore when his words were ac- 
cepted as an oracle, "Europe will be Republican or Cossack." 
Fifty years have passed and many more, and still there is not the 
slightest indication of its becoming the one or the other. Events 
must have followed the counsel of Marquis Colombe : "Between 
yes and no, be of the contrary opinion." For instance, we have had 
a Franco-Russian alliance, which, in spite of the cause which Le- 
vasseur wished to find for it in German politics, 2 was none the less 
a fact. And yet, Europe is not Cossack, and does not seem in the 
way of becoming so. France indeed is Republican, but an enthusi- 
astic French Republican, Frederic Passy, recently acknowledged : 
"I do not believe it possible to hold Europe for Republicanism, 
much less to say that it will become so and when." 3 So the conflict 
between French society and the Cossack race, predicted by Napo- 
leon, and which was to decide the destiny of Europe has not taken 
place. Instead there has been a Franco-Russian alliance for com- 
bating another alliance between Germany, Italy, and Austro-Hun- 
gary. These three nations, or at least the first two, as commonly 
considered, do not form a society, much less a race. Then what has 
become of the famous theory of the Rassenkampf ? The Roumanians, 
the Servians, and the Slavs certainly do not form a race, and yet they 

'Translated from Professor Fiamingo's Manuscript by I. W. Howerth, Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 

2 Levasseur, La population franfaise, Paris, 1892, Vol. III. 
3 F. Passy, Vavenir de /' Europe, Paris, 1895, Vol. I. 
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are united in a struggle against the Magyars. The Poles in Prussia 
and the Danes of Schleswig, however Teutonic the latter may be by 
race, are engaged in a struggle against the Germans. The prin- 
ciple of nationality urges them on, and this principle has little to 
do with race. 

The migrations of peoples in Europe in the Middle Ages show 
us tribes bound together for war-like undertakings, as for instance 
the Cimbrians, the Teutons, the Scythians, etc., etc. But, in a new 
environment these tribes were assimilated by the rest of the popu- 
lation. The invading race did not absorb the other, but a natural 
environment united both into one uniform group in accordance with 
the conditions of the environment. 



It was principally under the influence of Hegelianism that the 
theory of races was elaborated in Germany. In France this theory 
found its principal defender in Ernest Renan. In 1840 and espe- 
cially in 1848 the theory became dominant, not only because Ger- 
man politics put it at its service, but also and chiefly because it ac- 
corded with the national and patriotic spirit that stirred the nations, 
and with that tendency toward unity which characterised all the 
peoples of Europe. "It is necessary," they said, " that the State 
be national, that the nation be one, and that it comprehend all in- 
dividuals speaking the national language and belonging to the same 
race. Further, it was important that this national State reduce the 
heterogeneous elements, that is to say, the foreign. 1 When this 
theory had served its purpose and had almost completely disap- 
peared from the political field, it still remained in the scientific 
field. Even to-day, with a considerable number of authors, the so- 
cial element of the highest importance is that of race. Thus, for 
example, Morselli writes : "Even in the matter of suicides we find 
that the zone of frequency corresponds to countries inhabited by 
peoples differing in religion, culture, and in political constitution, 



] Cf. de Gobineau, Vinegaliti des races, Paris, 1894; L. Gumplowicz, Der 
Rassenkampf, Gratz, 1883 ; Lazare, L'aniisemitisme, Paris, 1895. 
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but kindred by race." 1 And Sergi declares that, " If we seek an ex- 
"planation of the origin of civilisation, and of the dominant Aryan 
"people, along the Mediterranean as well as in central Europe, we 
"shall find up to a few years ago, in the minds of all archaeolo- 
" gists, linguists, and anthropologists the conviction that Asia was 
"the unquestioned cradle of the one and the other. The centre 
"of dispersion of peoples and of civilisation, at least so far as the 
" primitive ideas of biblical origin are concerned, has been removed 
"from Mesopotamia to Hindoo Koosh, and Europe becomes an 
"Asiatic colony into which civilisation has been brought along 
"with its people." 2 

According to this view civilisation originated in Asia, the cradle 
of languages and of the Aryan people, the centre of dispersion of 
the European population. The European people in various groups 
and in successive times left the common Asiatic centre and estab- 
lished themselves in Europe in their various settlements, carrying 
with them a common patrimony of languages and civil and religious 
institutions. There were at first distinct groups, as for instance the 
Italo-Greeks, the Celts, the Letto-Slavs, the Germans, all of which 
had formerly belonged to the Indo-Iranian people — the Asiatic 
group. The Aryans are supposed to have invaded Europe from 
the east and the west, from the north and the south. 

Thus even from the first civilisation was supposed to be due to 
the superiority of a single race. This race, according to the view 
here outlined, was the Germanic, and civilisation, including the 
Greek and Roman, to say nothing of the other successive civilisa- 
tions, was due to Germanic invasions. Huxley declares that even 
in historic times the area occupied by the fair races with elongated 
skulls and speaking the Aryan language, was at least for a time 
continuous from the northern sea coast to central Asia. 

It is a fact, however, that the Germanic type is not encountered 
in any of these regions except in a very limited number. The chief 



'E. Morselli, II suicidio, Milano, 1879, p. 158. 

2 G. Sergi, Origine e diffusidne della slirpe delta Mediterranea, Roma, 1895, 
p. 3; Isaac Taylor, Origin of the Aryans, French translation, Paris, 1895. 
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characteristics of the Germanic type have always been recognised 
as fair complexion, tall stature, blue eyes, and elongated skulls. 
The purest example of this type is found in southern Scandinavia. 
Now the contents of numerous graves in Scandinavia show that, so 
far as archaeology has investigated the so-called neolithic age, the 
great majority of inhabitants had the same structure, and the same 
cranial peculiarities as at present. Near the graves of men of this 
tall race, fair and with long skulls, are found men with wide skulls, 
that is, with skulls of a greater width, often much greater, some- 
times four-fifths of the length. This fact was indeed recognised 
by Professor Huxley, who, as we have just seen, was deluded by 
the mirage of the Indo-Germanic theory. He writes that in what- 
ever direction we traverse the interior of continental Europe now 
occupied by a fair race with elongated skulls, let it be through the 
Southwest, southern France, across the provinces of Belgium into 
eastern France, in Switzerland, in southern Germany, in Tyrol, or 
to the northeast into Poland and Russia, or north into Finland and 
Lapland, wide skulls appear frequently among the elongated. We 
find among persons who typically have wide skulls, as for instance 
the Swedes and the Germans, those with elongated skulls. As a 
general rule in France, in Belgium, in Switzerland, and in southern 
Germany the increase in the number of wide skulls is accompanied 
by the appearance of an always increasing proportion of men of 
dark complexion and low stature. Even in central France and from 
that point toward the east among the Cevennes and the Alps of 
Dauphine, of Savoy and of Tremont, to the western plains of north 
era Italy, the tall, fair race, with elongated skulls practically dis- 
appears and is replaced by a dark race with wide skulls. 1 But this 
mixed type, which Huxley recognises among people which more 
particularly inhabit the so-called basin of the Mediterranean, must 
also be recognised among the Germans. Several years ago a Ger- 
man writer, Dr. Welcher, more impartial than some of his kinsmen 
have shown themselves in this question, wrote : "The modern 
Germans are in part brachycephalic, in part artocephalic, never 

1 Nineteenth Century, 1890. 
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dolichocephalic"; and he continues: "If the primitive Germanic 
people were dolichocephalic, it must be said that an insignificant 
number of modern Germans of Germanic stock are found to-day in 
Germany." 1 As to color, in all the German empire, according to 
the statistics of Virchow, the fair are on the average 31.8 per cent, 
the dark 14.05 per cent., while the mixed type reaches 54.15 per 
cent. In northern Germany itself the number of persons with dark 
complexions varies from 12. 1 per cent, to 6.9 per cent. A really 
genuine fair race, then, does not exist. If the primitive Aryans 
were all fair, as the advocates of the Germanic theory maintain, it 
must be recognised that instead of having imposed their civilisation 
on all Europe, they have been the conquered race. Posche, one 
of the most rabid advocates of the Germanic theory, writes: "The 
ancient, fair, Indo-Germanic people attacked the Finns, overcame 
them, and carried away tens of thousands of them as prisoners, re- 
duced them to slavery, and little by little incorporated them." 2 So, 
according to Posche, Penka, Huxley, and others, the fair, purely 
Germanic race, came into Greece and Italy, conquered the primi- 
tive dark races and gave to them the Aryan language and civilisa- 
tion. Thus Huxley writes: "The ancient Thracians were proverb- 
ially a people with blue eyes and fair hair. Fair people were common 
among the ancient Greeks, who were a people with elongated 
skulls." 8 On the other hand, Sergi has shown very clearly that "in 
Homer no divinity is fair in the ethnographic signification of the 
term. Only Achilles and Rhadamanthus can be considered fair." 4 
If civilisation was truly born with a fair race, why did it not de- 
velop in Germany? This question, obvious as it is, does not seem 
to have presented itself to the mind of the Indo-Germanic theorists. 
And yet Taylor 8 considers this as one of the principal reasons which 
may be advanced against the pretended Asiatic origin of the Ary- 



1 See besides the volume of Sergi already cited, Welcher, Ueber Wachsthum und 
Bau des menschlichen Schadels, Leipzig, 1862, p. 65 ; Moschen, ' ' I caratteri fisici 
e le origini dei trentini " in the Archivio per V Antropologia, Florence, 1892. 

2 Th. Posche, Die Arier, Jena, 1878; L. Penka, Die Herkunft der Arier, 
Vienna, 1886. 

'Huxley, op. cit. 4 G. Sergi, op. cit. S I. Taylor, op. cit. 
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ans. He says that if the Aryans originated in Asia, how comes it 
that they developed their civilisation in Europe? This question was 
also proposed earlier by Latham. 

Since the evidences of a fair race diminish from north to south, 
it seems that to develop the various civilisations it must have made 
a leap, not only into the valley of the Euphrates and the Tigris, 
and into the valley of the Nile, but also into Greece and Rome. 
Now, no legend of any of these peoples attributes the rise of civili 
sation to a northern divinity. Only one legend of this kind, so far 
as the writer knows, exists. That was found among the people of 
Chili at the time of its discovery. But unfortunately for the de- 
fenders of the Indo-Germanic theory, this legend does not serve in 
any way to substantiate that theory. Schopenhauer said : "Scratch 
a German, and you discover a metaphysician," but so far as this 
theory is concerned, it is not even necessary to scratch it. Its true 
nature is visible on the surface. It is pure theory unsupported by 
facts. 

11. 

Race is the name of a subdivision of one of those groups of 
living beings which, in the technical language of Zoology and 
Botany, is called a species, and the term denotes the possession of 
characteristics distinct from those of other members of the species, 
which have a strong tendency to manifest themselves in the pro- 
geny of all the members of the race. These characteristics of race 
may be physical or intellectual, but in practice the latter, being less 
susceptible of observation and of definition, can rarely be seized 
upon and examined. Now, it is a fact that while we frequently 
speak of race and define what we mean by it, yet in practice it is 
almost absolutely impossible to make any distinction that will hold. 
The only element at all reliable which presents itself for anthropo- 
logical classification is the form of the skull. As to color, it varies 
widely among the same people. The same may be said of stature. 
If language is taken as the basis of classification, the results ob- 
tained are even less trustworthy. 

We continually hear of the Israelitish race. It is spoken of as 
the most homogeneous of races, and the most refractory. But it is 
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strongly diverse. Anthropologists are accustomed to divide it into 
two parts well distinguished — the dolichocephalic and the brachy- 
cephalic. To the first type belong the Sephardim Jews, the Span- 
ish and Portuguese Jews, even the larger part of the Jews of Italy 
and southern France. To the second belong the Askenazim Jews, 
that is to say, the Polish Russian, and German Jews. 1 In Africa 
we find agricultural and nomadic Jews allied to the Kabyles and to 
the Berbers near Setif, from Guelma, and Biskra to the frontiers of 
Morocco. They travel in caravans to Timbuctoo, and some of their 
tribes upon the confines of the Sahara are black, 2 as for instance 
the Daggatomis, as are also the Falachas Jews of Abyssinia. 8 In 
India white Jews are found in Bombay, and black Jews in Cochin. 
As to the Jews in China, they are not only allied to the Chinese who 
surround them, but they have even adopted their customs and the 
religion of Confucius. 4 It is well known that in Italy they speak 
Italian, as in France they speak French, and in Germany German. 
A language is learned and spoken by two peoples which have no 
other point of contact. 

If the cranial form is taken as the basis of classification, the 
results are no better. Thus Sergi sees in the population along the 
Mediterranean, a race quite distinct from all others, with cranial 
features quite unique. But the principal cranial forms along the 
Mediterranean are at least ten, and besides there is a great number 
with differences more or less marked. The latter being found less 
frequently than the former, the famous anthropologist considers 
them foreign to the race, or the result of crossing. But it is evi- 
dent that this classification is too generic, not being based upon a 
single cranial form, and it becomes still more so with this crossing. 

The fact is there are true and real lines of continuity between 
one race and another, so that a precise classification is not possible. 
Even if this anthropological classification were exact, it could not 
have any sociological importance. For no well-determined causal 

1 C. Lombroso, Vantisemitismo, Turin, 1894; Lazare, op. cit,, 
J Mardochee Aby Serour, Les Daggatomis, Paris, 1880. 

8 Cf. d'Abbadie, Nouvelles annates des voyages, 1845, Vol. III.; Lazare, op. cit. 
4 E. Schwartz, Le peuple de dieu en Chine, Strassburg, 1880. 
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relation has yet been shown between the form of the skull and the 
intellectual development of individuals. Not only this, but of two 
peoples belonging to the same ethnographic branch one makes enor- 
mous progress, while the other remains stationary, as for instance 
the Chinese and the Japanese. The Japanese ethnographically 
belong to the same race as the Chinese. They have assimilated, it 
is true, a few small foreign groups, but these are of too little im- 
portance to be regarded as the true cause of the modification of the 
Japanese character. While we have seen the Chinese struggling 
bitterly against European civilisation, the Japanese with an enviable 
eagerness have sought to assimilate as much of it as possible. The 
English waited two years before accepting the metric system, but 
the Japanese accepted it as soon as they understood its utility. An 
enormous waste of time, a true gaspillage, was produced by the use 
of their alphabet. In spite of their intense national spirit, strength- 
ened by recent victories, they have already decided to abandon it 
for the European. The Germans even yet hold to their caligraphy, 
and wish to continue it. Only in commerce has it begun to fall 
into disuse. The Kabyles, in northern Africa, are a people as ener- 
getic and industrious as the Tonareg are obstinately nomadic. 
Nevertheless the Tonareg and the Kabyles belong to the same race, 
and speak almost the same language. 1 

At the end of the fourteenth century could anybody in the 
world have predicted the commercial and industrial development 
which has since taken place in England? At that time it was a 
people of peasants and of soldiers who had shown their bravery in 
the Hundred Years' War. Originally the English not only had no 
inclination toward commerce, but were sluggish and preferred to 
remain in their villages. Even now they call a voyage, travel, and 
to make a voyage has become to travel, in consideration no doubt 
of the trouble which a voyage gave them, and the effort required 
to make it. 2 



*N. Schirmer, Sahara, Chap. XIV.; G. Brissier, L'Afrique romaine, Cn. IV. 

2 A. Marshall, Principles of Economics, Vol. I., Bk. 1, Chap. 3.; F. S. Nitti, 
II Lavoro, p. 9. 



388 THE MONIST. 

We may affirm that the intellectual development of an ethno- 
graphic race is not only very diverse, but is modified and devel- 
oped by causes quite foreign to the action of other races. The as- 
sumption then, as the anthropologists almost unanimously affirm, 
that European civilisation has come from one race, is entirely gratui- 
tous. Our historic memory covers so small a space of time that we 
can obtain from it very small assistance. Even in a period so re- 
cent as 1500 years before Christ, northern Eurasia lay in historic 
darkness, with the exception of a ray of light thrown upon it by 
Egyptian and Babylonian literature. The many interesting discov- 
eries brought to light by the extended researches of the last ten 
years into the primitive history of the human race has placed be- 
yond doubt one important fact (a fact for a long time probable on 
account of other reasons) that the existence of the human race 
reaches back at least twenty thousand years. Haeckel, a compe- 
tent authority, although he frequently makes very bold assertions, 
thinks that the existence of the human race reaches back to more 
than a hundred thousand years. 1 As it may have been many hun- 
dreds of thousands of years, it appears comical that even to-day our 
calendar places the creation of the world, according to Calvitius at 
five thousand eight hundred years ago. In any case, man lived as 
such in Europe during the diluvial epoch along with many great 
mammals long since extinct — as for instance the diluvial elephant 
or mammoth {Elephas primigenius) , the woolly rhinoceros (Rhino- 
ceros tichorhinus), the gigantic deer (Cervus enrycenros), the cave 
bear (Ursus speltzus) the cave hyena {Hyena spelad), the cave tiger 
{Felts spelaa), etc. The results obtained from putting in the light 
of modern geology and archaeology the fossil remains of men of the 
diluvial age and of contemporaneous animals are of the highest in- 
terest. 2 The theory of a centre of diffusion of the human race is 
not only hypothetical, but unscientific. Yet into this grave contra- 



1 E. Haeckel, Schopfungsgeschichte, Italian translation, ed. 1892, Ch. 20. 

s Cf. C. Lyell, The Geological Evidences of the Antiquity of Man, London, 
1869 ; J. Lubbock, Prehistoric Times, Italian translation, Turin, 1878 ; L. Biichner, 
Der Mensch una" seine Stellung in der Natur, Leipzig, 1872 ; P. Topinard, V anthro- 
pologic, Paris, 1888. 
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diction Haeckel himself falls. While he recognises the ancient or- 
igin of the human race, he imagines a special country called by the 
English writer Schrader, Lemuria, which he thinks must have been 
the centre of the dispersion of the various human races. Lemuria 
was a continent at the south of Asia, which has long since dis- 
appeared. 

As gratuitous as the theory just criticised seems to me also 
that of my illustrious friend, Professor Sergi of the University of 
Rome. He admits a race and a civilisation in the basin of the Med- 
iterranean, which arose independently of any foreign influence what- 
ever, eastern or northern. He distinguishes in this locality four 
principal and complex branches — the Iberians, Ligurians, Pelas- 
gians, and Libyans. The centre of dispersion of this race he thinks 
was central Africa. While he declares that the cranial form has 
not varied from its original form, he does not tell us why in the 
same place four branches of a single race have originated, and not 
one only. He admits that the clear brown of the Egyptians was 
always such, and not a bleaching of the dark brown of the Africans. 

But whence comes the much clearer skin of the Mediterranean 
peoples? The Pelasgians, for example, might have been an ante- 
rior mixed population like the occidental Gauls and the Britons be- 
fore the Teutonic invasion. 

Professor Otto Helm in the accurate researches which he has 
carried on for more than twelve years, has collected from eastern 
Prussia many objects made of bronze and other alloys of copper and 
belonging to a very ancient prehistoric epoch. Chemical analysis 
shows that these objects contain 3.87 per cent, of antimony, but the 
bronzes of Hungary are the only ones in which this metal is found 
in that proportion. Then with Helm we must conclude that the 
prehistoric bronzes of eastern Prussia are of Hungarian origin. 
On the other hand, in Hungary many objects made of yellow amber 
have been found. These must necessarily have been imported from 
the Baltic. These facts, with other numerous evidences, lead us to 
the conclusion that relations must have existed even from the most 
ancient times between the inhabitants of the shores of the Black 
Sea, the Adriatic Sea, and the Baltic. These relations were en- 
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couraged by the presence of the Vistula, but who is able to say 
with scientific seriousness that the people of these three regions 
were one, and that they went into foreign countries to exchange 
those objects which we now find scattered. 

The same observation may be made in regard to the distribu- 
tion of skulls in the different regions. Sergi has found in the skulls 
of the Museum of Mona the Mediterranean forms and the forms of 
Egypt and Ethiopia, and writes : "I saw again the beautiful pen- 
tagonal forms, the elliptical and the ovoidal forms with those char- 
acters peculiar to the Mediterranean, and I saw the secondary forms 
which are mingled with the first from the remotest times in the var- 
ious migrations of peoples, and from this fact I had the conviction, 
which I here repeat, that the first colonies came from southern 
Russia to the Mediterranean." 1 Sergi does not consider the opin- 
ion of Schrader, who reaches a conclusion directly opposite to his 
own, to be of any value. Schrader holds that the seat of the prim- 
itive Aryan people was European Russia. 2 So the region which 
according to Sergi is the limit of the diffusion of the Mediterranean 
race is according to Schrader the beginning of it. We may then 
conclude that one can never say with certainty whether people with 
a given cranial form are the invaders or the conquered. 3 

The zoologic process according to Darwin is imagined as a 
tree. He shows how the many branches of this tree appear, in- 
crease in size, and remain, but his doctrine does not go beyond the 
roots, nor does it reach above the branches. This is true as it is 
applied to the human races. Even in pushing our investigations 
to the remotest prehistoric epochs we find diverse races in contact 

'Sergi, op. cit., p. 87. 

* Schrader, Prehistoric Antiquities of the Aryan Peoples, translated by Jevons, 
London, 1870. 

8 Sergi starts out with the following assumption : ' ' Wherever a race-stock is 
found always predominating, there should be found the hearthstone of civilisation. 
On the other hand, wherever is found a race-stock with its physical characteristics 
and its products in the midst of other race-stocks later become predominant, there 
should be found transformations and super-positions of racestocks and of products. " 
Now, this law cannot be depended upon. Novicow (Les luttes entre societes hu- 
maines, Paris, 1894) finds many facts which contradict it. Some of these I have 
pointed out in a pamphlet on La question sicilienne en Italie, Paris, 1895. 
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with each other without its being possible to make any precise dis- 
tinction, and without our being able to attribute civilisation to one 
race rather than to another. France has had periods of great pros- 
perity, and these have alternated with those of decadence, but Al- 
fred Fouillee 1 has shown that the true historic tradition of this 
country remained constant even when Gaul became France. 

In Europe the Italians occupied a position more elevated than 
the Spaniards, but this is not the case in Argentina, in spite of the 
fact that the Italians there number 892,992, while the number of 
the Spaniards is only 254,527. The Spaniards of Argentina are 
superior also to the French, who number 145,785 ; and it is the 
prior emigration of the Spaniards, a fact entirely fortuitous, that 
decided the social economic direction of Argentina, in spite of the 
fact that the French and Italian races are superior to the Spanish. 

The civilisations of different peoples are developed almost 
without any relation to their race. Civilisation passed from the 
south to the north in Europe without having caused any displace- 
ment of races. If one should attribute the fall of the Roman Em- 
pire to invasions of a few tens of thousands of savages, one attri- 
butes too great an effect to so small a cause. The decay of the 
Roman Empire began long before the influence of any foreign race 
was exerted. In the fourteenth century Venice was the greatest 
commercial city in Europe. Now it has become a port of the fifth 
rank. The port of Venice is not sufficiently deep for modern ships, 
and commerce has taken another direction. All this has had little 
to do with race. 

The social phenomenon of civilisation is almost completely in- 
dependent of the anthropological phenomenon of race. At least up 
to date no serious relation scientifically tenable has been established 
between these two phenomena. 

in. 

It is said by some that the human constitution is less passive 
and plastic than it used to be (Peschel, Meyer, Hellwald, Waitz). 

1 A. Fouillee, L'idee motlerne tin droit, Paris, p. 76. 
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Since we are completely ignorant of the original race stock, that 
assertion is absolutely gratuitous. Others maintain that the tend- 
ency to unity is caused by historic and social factors, 1 but we shall 
soon see that the action of these is opposed to unity. 

The actual current which is carrying us towards international 
unity is not independent of the immense variety of physical environ- 
ment which is assisting to-day in the formation of new races. In 
the United States one may observe the process of the modification 
of the Anglo-Saxon character. Out of the difficulties of colonial 
life and the struggle with primitive nature a new type has been 
born, and yet the relations between England and the United States 
are very close. A large English emigration crosses the Atlantic 
every year and spreads itself over the Union. If Montesquieu had 
been questioned in regard to this fact, he would probably have re- 
sponded with the phrase with which he begins the book which cost 
him twenty years of thought and elaboration, "Laws in their most 
extended signification are necessary relations derived from the na- 
ture of things. In this sense all beings have their laws." 2 He 
would make the same reply to those who should ask why Italy and 
Spain are agricultural while England occupies the first rank in the 
metal industries. There are natural laws which make the difference 
between an Englishman and an Italian or a Spaniard. There is in 
Ausner 8 a table of statistics of criminality by sexes in nineteen of 
the most important countries of Europe. "Wherever industry and 
commerce predominate, criminality among women sensibly in- 
creases." By heredity this criminality becomes a characteristic of 
a new race, and so with all other physical and moral characteristics. 
In this way is formed, to use the expression of M. Le Bon, ' ' an 
Historic Race." 4 

It is easy to understand that the sociological value of an his- 



2 N. Colajanni, Sociologia Criminate, Vol. II., p. 286. On this subject see my 
work on La question sicilienne et Italic, p. 45 et seq. 

2 Montesquieu, Esprit des lois, Ch. 1. 

3 Ausner, Vergleichcnde Statistik von Europa, Berlin, 1865. 

4 G. Le Bon, Les lois psychologiques de revolution dcs peuples, Paris, 1894, pp. 
45-52. 
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toric race is entirely different from that of a true ethnographic race 
in its anthropological signification. This much is clear, the natural 
conditions of the environment exercise upon individuals more or 
less influence. Adaptation to environment is one of the principal 
supports of the Darwinian theory. But this theory does not carry 
with it the idea that among historic races there has been a conflict. 

What are the conditions of the natural environment which de- 
velop identical conditions in the individuals which inhabit it ? It is 
absolutely impossible to say in what one natural environment differs 
from another. The natural environment is constituted by a com- 
plexity of circumstances, some apparent, others imperceptible, of 
which it is impossible to declare what the effects will be. 

Ferdinand Gregorovius on the 2nd of October 1870 writes from 
Karlsruhe of the tremendous impression which Strassburg made 
upon him. He is carried away by the magnificent view from the 
top of the Cathedral. "From this point," says he, "one may see 
that Alsace naturally belongs to Germany, for the Rhine melts 
away in the distance without making any natural boundary. Along 
its banks are the Vosges and the Black Forest." 1 Now, this state- 
ment of Gregorovius is simply absurd. What is the visible indica- 
tion of a termination of the natural conditions of Germany and the 
beginning of the French territory? He does not say, and I could 
not undertake to do so without making myself appear ridiculous. 

The various natural environments form .a gradation that never 
makes a leap nor leaves a hiatus, and it is just so with populations. 
In Scotland we hear of Highlanders and Lowlanders, that is, in- 
habitants of the Highlands and inhabitants of the Lowlands, but 
who will say that they constitute two quite distinct social types? 
On the contrary, the line of continuity is perfect. As a general 
principle, therefore, we may affirm that peoples inhabiting con- 
tiguous regions and yet presenting quite different ethnographic 
characteristics are quite rare. 

Fouillee is right when he says, "The falsifiers of history, so 
numerous beyond the Rhine, have represented as a struggle of races 

1 F. Gregorovius, Diari Romani, 1895, p. 454. 
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the fratricidal war of France and Germany, two countries really 
alike in ethnic composition." 1 

The same thing has been done with the wars between the 
French and the Italians. The following table shows the increase 
of foreigners in France : 



Year 


Native French 


Naturalised 


Aliens of all 
Number 


Nationalities 
Per Cent. 


1851 


35.388.8l4 


13.525 


379.289 


1.06 


1861 


36,864,673 


15.259 


509.381 


1-35 


1866 


37,415,283 


16,286 


655.036 


1.72 


1872 


35,346,695 


15.303 


740,688 


2.03 


1876 


36,069,524 


34.5IO 


801,754 


2.17 


1881 


26,327,154 


77,046 


1,001,090 


2.64 


1886 


36,700,342 


103,886 


1,126,531 


2.97 


1891 


36,832,470 


170,704 


1,130,211 


2.97 



In the last census of the French population, the Italians num- 
bered about three hundred thousand. Now could it be asserted that 
the violence exercised by the French laborers against the Italian 
laborers was an illustration of a struggle of races? That would be 
a false assertion. The French laborer is frequently suspicious of 
the Italians solely because they are willing to accept a smaller wage 
and therefore increase competition. Now if we are to take the fact 
that the laborers of the one race are contented with a lower wage 
than those of the other as a distinction, I do not know what is meant 
by race. 

A similar phenomenon may be observed among laborers of the 
same race in the usual sense of the word. In the case of a strike, 
it does not matter whether it is declared for an increase in salary or 
to prevent its diminution, whether it is desired to prevent a scaling 
of wages, or to secure an increase, all the laborers are not likely to 
be of one opinion. Some will accept lower wages, or do without 
the increase, being almost indifferent to the result. These laborers 
may refuse to take part in the strike and may wish to remain at 
work. Who is not familiar with the tyranny of striking laborers 



'A. Fouillee, " Le caractere des races humaines et l'avenir de la race blanche ' 
in the Revue des deux mondes July, 1895. 
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against those who are disposed to work? Must we therefore con- 
clude that they belong to a different race? 

In the Middle Ages the Israelites clothed themselves in a spe- 
cial color, in general yellow, but the Christians in forcing them to 
do this never thought of race distinctions. They simply satisfied 
their religious prejudices. There are many cases of conversions of 
large numbers of the Israelites. All the Israelites of Braine, of 
Tartose, and of Clermont were converted about the same time 
through the efforts of Avitus. Vincenzo Ferrero baptised twenty- 
five thousand of them at once. After the Council of Toledo, which 
prohibited mixed marriages, many of the Israelites were converted. 
With the change of their religion, the persecution of the Christians 
ceased? Must we then conclude that they changed also their race? 
How absurd ! The entire dress which the Israelites wore in the 
Middle Ages was due to a spirit of exclusiveness, a spirit of false 
Chauvinism, which the Christian persecutions gave rise to. These 
artificial distinctions were used in the absence of any real difference 
between the races. 

Language, like religion, is a distinction of quite secondary 
ethnological importance. After an individual has remained a long 
time in a country, he usually learns its language and its customs. 
And yet the Italian colony in France is made up chiefly of emigrants 
more or less transient who scarcely ever learn to speak the language 
of the country they inhabit. But the Italian laborers are contented 
with very low wages. They, therefore, compete with French labor- 
ers and thus tend to lower their wages. But in Austria where there 
are, according to the last census, about forty-six thousand Italians, 
almost all laborers, 1 the wages of the Austrian laborer are no higher 
than those of the Italian, hence between the two there arises no 
serious competition. There is, however, the same difference of 
language. In France the union of native laborers against the Ital- 
ian is not on account of any antagonism of race, but solely an eco- 
nomic phenomenon. The same thing does not happen in Austria 
because there is no antagonism. In France the Italian language 

1 Ct., Le monde economique, July 28, 1895. 
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has become almost a mark of distinction of the laborers accepting 
a low wage. "In India," says Ibbetson, "similarity of food is em- 
ployed as an exterior sign of community of blood." 1 Now, what 
would be said of an ethnographic classification of Indian races based 
upon eating? Language is no better, for it is only an external char- 
acteristic of no intellectual or physiological importance. If it were 
taken as the principal distinction of the various races, it would have 
to be admitted that the people who speak the modern Romance 
languages are not Latin, — but that would be absurd. Frederick 
Muller, taking language as the distinguishing feature of human 
races, is not able in his ethnography to avoid a classification en- 
tirely empirical. He forgets that an inferior people may learn a 
language, and history shows abundant incidents of the transmission 
of language from one race to another. "There is no proof," says 
Huxley, "for asserting the incapacity of a race to substitute another 
language for its own. Physical, moral, and mental peculiarities 
are transmitted with blood and not with language. In the United 
States the negroes have spoken English for generations, but nobody 
would call them English, or expect to find them different physically, 
mentally, or morally from other negroes." 2 

By the foregoing illustrations we see how various are the dis- 
tinctions made by different authors between the races : the color of 
the skin, form of the skull, religion, language, even a cross-section 
of the hair. If this section is oval in one individual, and in an- 
other round, lo ! the two individuals belong to two different races. 

Now, if the characteristics of race are so uncertain, how can 
we say that there has been a conflict of races? The expression 
"conflict of races" implies that all individuals belonging to the 
same race are united, or at least cohere for reacting against those 
of another group, that is of another race. Laumonier writes : "Six 
or seven races have united to form the French nationality, as many 



'Cf., E. Seuart, " Les castes dans l'Inde" in the Revue dcs deux motules, Sept. 
15, 1891. 

2 Cf. on this point the work of Huxley already cited, Taylor (Origin of the Ary- 
ans, London, 1890), and the Pall Mall Gazette, January, 1870. 
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the German, more yet the Italian." 1 And Novicow says: "There 
is not a single country in the world which has been peopled by one 
race autochthonous and pure." 2 Sergi says : "I have found in va- 
rious parts of Italy skulls so small, although normal in anatomical 
constitution, that I have called them microcephalous. I found the 
same in Malaysia, among the Kurgani in Russia, and in ancient 
cemeteries, and among the skulls along the Mediterranean which 
are said to be those of the Phoenicians. The types or forms of these 
craniums are very different from those of the people who form the 
main race-stock, and frequently present marks of inferiority of struc- 
ture. Many, even all, that I measured and considered as belonging 
to the pigmy stock were inferior in cranial capacity to the Negrito 
or Oriental pigmies. The study of the population of Italy in regard 
to stature confirms my investigations concerning the existence of a 
pigmy population, a fact also supported by the small capacity of 
some skulls. I find that in the male population of twenty years of 
age there are 1.63 per cent, from 1.25 meters to 1.45 meters, and 
14.49 per cent, from 1.25 meters to 1.55 meters. Taking the whole 
population male and female, estimated at 30,000,000, we have meas- 
uring 1.25 meters to 1.45 meters, 978.000 pigmies, male and female ; 
1.25 meters to 1.55 meters, 4,347,000, — an enormous number out 
of a population of 30,000,000.* Now, it is a fact of great importance 
that a race which in respect to another is not only physiologically 
and intellectually inferior, but inferior also in numbers, is able to 
live and prosper alongside of it. Then what becomes of this theory 
of the conflict of races? If, after so many centuries, it has not af- 
fected the selection of an inferior race, that means that even if races 
do exist, a conflict of races does not. 



1 Laumonier, La nationality franfaise , Paris, 1889, p. 53. 

5 J. Novicow, Les luttes entre sociites humaines, Paris, 1890, p. 241. 

" Unity is lacking, races have been divided, scattered, mingled, crossed in vari- 
ous proportions, and in every direction, through many centuries. The principal 
groups have disappeared, their places have been taken, not by races, but by peo- 
ples." — P. Topinard, op. cit. 

3 G. Sergi, op. cit., p. 90; " Le varieta humaine" in the Atte della societd Ro- 
mana d'Antropologia, 1893. 
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IV. 

Malon thinks he recognises in a strike one of the gravest mani- 
festations of the conflict of classes. Well, on the 25th of August, 
the political journals of Paris published the following telegram : 
"The related industries have united with the striking glass-blowers 
"of Carmaux. Workmen in the industries related to glass-blowing 
"have pledged themselves not to resume work until the glass-blow- 
"ers are taken back. They have thus united themselves into a 
"single body comprising twelve hundred men. The strike quietly 
"continues, and will be maintained while the strikers receive assist- 
ance. This has been voted by several councils, general and 
"municipal." On the same day the following telegram was sent 
from Pisa : " The women weavers of the Nissim factory have struck, 
"making common cause with a clerk of the establishment. The 
"clerk was aggrieved on account of the fact that privileges which 
"he thought due to him were withheld, etc." These two strikes 
taken at random perfectly illustrate what we wish to show. Notice 
that at Carmaux the strikers were at first a single class, namely, the 
glass-blowers. These were joined by the workmen of related in- 
dustries. At Pisa the strike was begun by a clerk. 

It is well known that the land-holders, especially in Germany, 
are strengthened by the support of the peasants. The land-holders 
persuade these poor people that a rise in the tariff on foreign cereals 
brings with it a rise in their wages, and so the proprietors and the 
peasants unite to obtain privileges in favor of agriculture. These 
have to struggle with another class, namely the manufacturers, 
whose interests are frequently opposed to those of the land-holders. 
But these two classes unite in a conflict with a third class, namely 
the consumers, who do not wish to be despoiled by any advantage 
gained by the other two. Thus it may be seen that often the same 
individual at the same time is engaged in the struggle of two dif- 
ferent classes. Indeed the chief characteristic of modern social 
classes is their unstable composition. 

In the Middle Ages classes were firmly established. Individ- 
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uals practising the same profession formed a well-defined corpora- 
tion. Each member knew his rights and duties. Not only that, 
but the transmission of a profession from father to son was made 
with greater regularity than it is to-day. In addition to the exces- 
sive favors accorded to some of these corporations whereby they 
were able to despoil all below them, they were useful to their mem- 
bers. The market being limited, the need of a regular production 
was rendered necessary. This in fact was always fixed. Thus the 
corporation obtained a perfect regularity in economic production, 
and served a purpose. 

On account of a complexity of circumstances which has enor- 
mously developed the economic market and economic production, 
the utility of the classes and corporations of earlier times has dis- 
appeared. When in modern times they attempt to reconstitute 
themselves their true scope is social spoliation. That which indi- 
viduals acting alone cannot obtain they attempt to secure by united 
effort and by the force of numbers. 

The following may serve as an example. The Midland miners 
in England some time ago, threatened a great strike. Lord Rose- 
bery intervened, and formed a council presided over by Lord 
Stand, by which it was sought to bring the miners and the employ- 
ers into accord. As a result, the minimum of wages was raised 
thirty per cent, over the wages of 1888. Mr. Emerson Bainbridge, 
President of the Company at Unstone, who works among others 
the mines of Drousfield in Yorkshire, had to close up these mines. 
By the increase of salary which he was obliged to give to his work- 
men, his profits, already low in the mining industry, were converted 
into a loss. Mr. Emerson Bainbridge would never have consented 
freely to an increase in the wages of his workmen because he simply 
could not do so. He was forced to it by the union of the workmen, 
with the result that the work itself was stopped. The pretended 
conflict of classes is then an effort to secure by the brute force of 
numbers that which single individuals acting freely could not ob- 
tain. This, beyond a doubt, is illegal and unjust. If X goes to Y 
and demands his pocket-book, Y will certainly refuse to give it up. 
Then X proposes to K, to L, etc., that they unite with him in de- 
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manding the pocket-book of Y. Y, now being confronted by sev- 
eral persons can no longer refuse as he did before, and consequently 
surrenders his property. Now the association of X, K, L, etc., to 
secure the pocket-book of Y, we call an association of robbers. By 
the brute force of numbers they secure that which individually they 
could not have obtained. It is just the same in this pretended con- 
flict of classes. A certain number of laborers unite to secure higher 
wages, which the condition of the market will not allow, and which 
otherwise acting freely they could not obtain. Sometimes they 
unite to impede the work of women, even those belonging to the 
same class, because they are laborers. I have recently seen that 
in Rome the carpenters, in order to prevent the employment of 
laborers from a neighboring city who enter into competition with 
them, have formed an association. Even this has the bare-faced 
effrontery to call itself a conflict of classes. Conflict of classes is 
an expression which is meant to signify collective action which 
tends to repair certain social injustices. It is very clear, however, 
that under this name attempts are made to commit the gravest so- 
cial wrongs. 



The individual strives to obtain the greatest possible amount 
of wealth. His welfare depends upon the satisfaction of his needs, 
which satisfaction is procured by that which generically is called 
wealth, or goods. Individual actions are exerted to obtain the 
greatest possible quantity of wealth in order to satisfy the greatest 
possible number of needs. By the capture of women the family 
was constituted, first under the polygamic form, then after a slow 
evolution under the monogamic. The primitive bond of the familv, 
Novicow concludes with Starcke, issues from the right of property. 1 
To the same effect Giraud-Teuton writes : ' ' Love between father 
"and child appears to be a conquest of civilisation, rather than a 
"permanent phenomenon of the natural history of the human race, 
' ' and the sentiment of paternity destined to become so elevated 

'J. Novicow, op, cit., p. 71; C. N. Starcke, La famille primitive, Paris, 1891, 
p. 271 ; Westermarck, Les origines dit mariage humaine, French translation, 1895. 
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"had an interesting origin. The first relations between father 
"and son that one remarks among barbarous peoples are those of 
"master and slave. Their relations are not determined by reciprocal 
"love, nor by conscious ethnic principles, but only by the move- 
"ment of selfish interest, and they rest chiefly upon brute force or 
" physical superiority. ' n Even to-day among the lower classes, is 
not a male child, on account of his being more profitable as a la- 
borer, preferred to a female? Among the higher classes, a son is 
eagerly desired on account of the "pride of name." This pride of 
name as well as the economic materialism of the less prosperous 
classes which causes them to prefer the male child to the female, 
are manifestations under different forms of that early egoism which 
determined the formation of the family. 

The social institution of the family, like everything else which 
continues to exist, is explained by a reason essentially utilitarian. 2 
This much is clear : If man had not always been essentially selfish, 
the human species could not have survived. For man selfishness 
is a duty arising from the law of individual preservation. Human 
selfishness looks out for number one, but it has undergone a con- 
tinuous evolution. From blind selfishness, truly animal, which sees 
in things only their immediate utility, man has passed to a selfish- 
ness more and more refined and clear-sighted, so that immediate 
utility is frequently sacrificed in favor of a superior deferred utility. 

So then if society instead of being useful for the preservation 
of the individual had been disadvantageous, it would never have 
existed. Unconsciously the individual has conformed to society in 
order to satisfy in the best manner his needs. 

The idea of Wallace, who supposes that human evolution has 
followed a mysterious direction exercised by a superior intelligence 
by means of agencies more subtile than any with which we are ac- 
quainted, is perfectly silly. 8 Morselli justly and acutely observes 

1 Giraud-Teuton, Les origines du mariage et de la famille, Paris, 1884, p. 432 ; 
G. Vadata-Papale, Inconscio e conscio nel processo evolutivo delta vita sociale e del 
diritto, Bologna, 1895, p. 48. 

s See especially Spencer's Principles of Sociology. 

8 A. R. Wallace, Essay on Natural Selection, London, 1889 ; Darwinism, Lon- 
don, 1889. 
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that Wallace is a convinced Spiritualist, and that his hypothesis is 
far removed from the scientific sphere. But this is not the place to 
discuss it, even if it were thought worthy of examination. 1 

The same may be said of the theory of Hartmann. It is an 
unscientific hypothesis, an attempt to explain facts not by other 
facts and laws, but by mysterious, unverifiable and inefficient 
causes. For what is the use of an unheeding deity to govern the 
world and human society, if the actions of individuals and their 
mutual relations to their environment are sufficient to explain every- 
thing. 2 Individuals in relation to the environment in which they 
live, seek to appropriate from it the greatest possible quantity of 
energy. For this purpose they unite their efforts in various ways 
and thus determine that enormous complexity of relations which are 
called social. 

Social relations find their basis and their raison d'etre in the in- 
dividual, but when individualism is pushed to the extreme of Max 
Stirner, of Frederic Nietzsche, or R. Schellwein it is unsustain- 
able. ' 'Ich singe, weil ich ein Sanger bin. Euch aber gebrauche ich da- 
her, weil ich Ohren brauche. — Ich hab' mein Sach' auf Nichts gestellt." 
Or as another writer says : "The ego, the single existing individual 
man, is the only thing. Outside of myself, there is nothing. The 
ego, as religion affirms of deity, is inexpressible, and it is perfect 
since it is at every moment all that it can be. More it cannot be, 
nor has it need of being. Every other being or thing is my property 
in so far as I have the power to appropriate it, and in so far as I 
wish it." Now this is blind individualism. 

As a matter of fact, the individual finds it useful to associate 
his efforts with those of other individuals in order that he may ob- 
tain in the labor of production a greater quantity of goods. The 
comfort of the Parisian as contrasted with the poverty of the Hotten- 
tot or the Kaffir is due precisely to a complicated series of associa- 
tions of effort, and to the division of labor, both of which have been 



■E. Morselli, Vantropologia, Turin, 1889-1895, p. 399. 

2 Cf. A. Fouill^e, La science sociale contemporaine, Paris, 1880, p. 198; G. Va- 
data-Papale, op. cit., p. 8. 



THE CONFLICT OF RACES, CLASSES, AND SOCIETIES. 403 

slowly developing. How many victims are scattered along the 
highway of social progress ! How many times this way has been 
missed, and how many efforts have been made before finding it ! 
All this labor, inconceivable on account of the number of centuries 
it has been carried on, has had one single motive in its unwearying 
and unceasing application — the need of increasing individual wel- 
fare. If all this labor had been due to a single individual, or even 
to a single family-stock which had continued through the centuries, 
the present result could never have been obtained. Modern civil- 
isation would never have begun. 

But people have been in contact with each other from the re- 
motest epochs. In this contact one people has taken from another 
the useful knowledge which it had discovered, and vice versa. By 
other people there has been a continual storing up of useful knowl- 
edge, so that their amount has always been increasing. The civil- 
isation and the welfare of every people is in direct proportion to its 
quantity of useful knowledge. 

Now the civilisation which arose along the Mediterranean was 
not in fact due to this or to that race. It was a result of natural 
geographic conditions. Sergi recognises this when he writes, "The 
Mediterranean was not only a European Sea. The waters of Eu- 
rope, Asia, and Africa united to form it, and were the channel of 
communication and of contact between the three continents of the 
ancient world." 1 "The superiority of the white race," says Sereix, 
following Quatrefages, "is an arbitrary dogma." 2 If it had not oc- 
cupied the basin of the Mediterranean and united in itself all the 
useful knowledge which belonged to the three continents of an- 
tiquity, the white race would never have been able to give to the 
world the cosmopolitan civilisation which it has given. That is, it 
could not have given that civilisation which has been the mother of 
all others, even our own. This is aside from the influence which 
natural conditions have exercised upon the character of individuals. 

1 G. Sergi, op. cit., p. 41. 

s Rafael Alvarez Sereix, Fechos prehistoricas y Porvenir de las Razos, Madrid, 
1895. In this book the influence of geographic conditions on the development of 
civilisation is very well set forth. 
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Why is the German more of an idealist than the inhabitants of the 
Mediterranean basin? If we exclude the different influences which 
the conditions of a natural environment exercised upon the develop- 
ment of the two characters, I do not know where we should go to 
find any other cause. 

Grossi is in accord with Courtenay in writing that the modern 
character of the South American is a result of the mixture of the 
European and the Indian character, with a predominance of the 
apathy of the latter. 1 That is very true, and it is quite natural. In- 
dian apathy can only be explained by climatic conditions. Now can 
it be admitted that these climatic conditions have exercised no in- 
fluence upon the immigrants of South America? There are three 
factors, — the character of the Indians, the superiority of the Euro- 
peans, and the climatic conditions favorable to a persistence of the 
Indian character. The combined result of these factors is a change 
in character with a predominance of the Indian. 

So the climatic and meteorological conditions of the Mediter- 
ranean basin developed a character in individuals which moved 
them to feel a lively need of increasing their own welfare. 2 The ex- 
planation of this is to be found in the temperate climate, fertility of 
the soil, and the abundant production. On leaving this favored 
locality, the deserts of Libya and Syria are encountered, or other re- 
gions considered in ancient times inhospitable, as for instance Scy- 
thia and the centre of Europe. Even the Euxine sea-coast was 
called by the ancient Romans inhospitable with respect to Italy in 
which the centre of its great civilisation was not the valley of the 
Po, but the central and southern region. The same was true of 
Greece. Philosophy and the Arts did not flourish in Macedonia. 3 

The very fact of living in contact with other people develops 
in individuals the needs which they see others satisfying. Here we 

1 Courtenay de Kalb, ' ' The Social and Political Development of the South 
American People" in the Bulletin of the American Geographical Society, 1894, pp. 
1-31 ; V. Grossi, Geografia Mediea e Colonie, Rome, 1895, p. 35. 

2 To say of a people that it is very religious and speculative, holding obstinately 
to tradition, is to say that it is singularly insensible to the joys of action and to the 
solicitations of material progress. Cf., E. Seuart, art. cit., p. 339. 

3 Cf., Sergi, op. cit., p. 42. 
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have a splendid illustration of the law of imitation. 1 We see this 
action even in our own day. The city develops more needs in the 
individual than the country. That is easily understood. In the city 
every individual sees others satisfying a greater or less number of 
needs which have not yet been felt by him. Sooner or later they 
begin to develop in himself. Needs first arise in a limited number 
of individuals, a sort of elite, and then according to the law of imi- 
tation are propagated. 

In the city a very strange phenomenon appears. Among manu- 
facturers a need second to none is that of making a profit upon the 
products of manufacture, and that this profit be as great as possible. 
So, in endeavoring to satisfy this need, they invent new articles, 
perfect those already invented, and thus foster a public need for 
them. Many articles are made even before the need for them arises. 
A new need always arises out of the necessity of the individual, and 
is then propagated in accordance with the law of imitation. 

But even the spirit of imitation is not sufficient to produce a 
need when it conflicts with utility. The present writer, for instance, 
neither smokes nor drinks wine. Here are two needs very much 
felt in modern society, which in him are negatived by utility. 
Doubtless he would smoke if cigarettes did not annoy him, or drink 
wine if it satisfied a need. In his case the idea of utility is stronger 
than the spirit of imitation, and there is no fear that the contrary 
could ever be true. 

In general, no one feigns a need who suffers by doing so. True, 
it sometimes happens on account of strong collective suggestion, 
but only in pathological individuals, and for a short period of time. 
This, however, is of slight importance. Nothing is more feared by 
men than death, and yet not a few individuals kill themselves, and 
eagerly await the moment for doing so. The papers often speak of 
young people crossed in love who meet death together. From what 
these persons write after they resolve to die, it appears that they 
look forward to the day of their death with as much eagerness as if 
it were their wedding day. 

1 Ct. the works of Tarde, especially Les lois de V imitation, Paris, ed. 1895. 
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What Castellar writes in regard to Spain, may be said in regard 
to all other countries. He writes : "The Spanish people may be 
divided in a general way into two extreme divisions. First, the cit- 
ies, for the most part progressive and almost Republican ; second, 
the rural districts, which, owing to the fixity of the daily laborer, he 
being attached to the soil like a vegetable, as well as to the worship 
of tradition, are very conservative and reactionary. Every city, on 
account of its progressive spirit, looks toward the future, but the 
country, with this spirit of fixity, remains faithful to tradition." 1 
This much is plain : if it were possible to put these peasants in con- 
tact with new political and social ideas, as it is in the cities, no dif- 
ference would be found between the two populations. As it is with 
political and social ideas, so is it with all progressive ideas, eco- 
nomic, moral, etc. 

The soldiers of Cromwell had to be stationed at Aberdeen be- 
fore the inhabitants could learn how to plant cabbages and to make 
shoes. 2 Just as only a few of the plants and animals found in a 
civilised country are indigenous, so it is with scientific and indus- 
trial discoveries. The majority of them are due to the fact of their 
having been imported. The more individuals are brought in con- 
tact with each other, the more their needs are stimulated and their 
ideas exchanged, which things taken together urge them to new 
steps on the highway of social progress. 

The United States are rich and highly civilised, not on account 
of a predominant race, but because their population is a mixture of 
all the nationalities of the world. Individuals who emigrate carry 
with them a certain amount of useful knowledge, of which others 
are ignorant. So the United States have appropriated more than 
any other country the scientific discoveries of the races of the world. 
These discoveries brought together give rise to others. According 
to Edison the United States contain one hundred and fifty real in- 
ventors who increase the wealth of the country from five hundred 

*E. Castellar, "La Politique Espagnole" in the Revue Politique et Parlemen- 
tairt, 1895, p. 227. 

s Cf., Ch. de Colan, " Les lowlanders et l'histoire d'Ecosse" in Science Sociale, 
neuvieme livraison, 1895, p. 254. 
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million to a milliard of francs per year. 1 Agriculture was more ad- 
vanced in France under Henry IV. and Louis XIV. than in Eng- 
land. The English learned manufacturing from Flanders, and 
availed themselves of the experience of Portugal, Holland, and 
France, in colonisation and navigation. They brought together in 
their own country the greatest socio-economic conquests made by 
other countries, and these constituted the natural basis for further 
advances. The results are well known. 

In China many discoveries, among them the most important 
which have determined European civilisation, were made before 
they were made by the white race. But they were not completed. 
It is competition, struggle, developing among individuals through 
the spirit of emulation exerted to increase individual happiness, 
which produces the advance of civilisation. Social progress is the 
sum of individual advances. 

Individuals associate in various ways for the purpose of in- 
creasing their own welfare by appropriating natural forces in the 
best possible way, but when a group of individuals unites not to 
avail itself of natural forces, but to appropriate what other individ- 
uals have obtained, this association becomes anti-social, injurious 
to general welfare, and in the interest of all it should be suppressed. 
Such associations begin in the form of those called by the specific 
name, robbers, pass to coalitions of laborers and manufacturers, 
and end in such undertakings as those of the Panama Company in 
France, and the Italian organisation of bankers. The latter are as 
damaging to the development of social prosperity as an association 
of genuine robbers, disturbing social welfare and tending to destroy 
it. Being alike, their punishment, from the social point of view, 
ought to be the same. 

VI. 

If, instead of comparing the intellectuality of the colored race 
with that which the white race has acquired, it were possible to 
take the intellectual development of the white race many years ago, 

J Cf. J. Novicow, Les gaspillages dans Its societis modernes, Paris, 1894, p. 69. 
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when the social-economic system was at the same level with that of 
the real colored races, I am convinced that many of the illusions in 
regard to the superiority of the white race would be destroyed. The 
truth is that certain nations belonging to the white race and called 
superior, have founded civilisations much inferior to the civilisation 
of the yellow race, or even of the black. There is no people be- 
longing to a race originally superior. There are nations which 
under certain conditions have established empires more powerful, and 
civilisation more durable than those of other races. 1 

This much is clear : The white peoples have gradually reached 
a certain degree of civilisation. This civilisation is characterised 
by intellectual development. Physical force has remained constant. 
A Hottentot has perhaps greater physical strength than a Parisian, 
but can it be admitted that the superior intellectual power of the 
European was of sudden birth? This is not admissible, because 
civilisation which is its reflex, has progressed slowly, sometimes 
receded, through long periods of time. The intelligence of the 
white race is, I repeat, a product of development. 

The famous theory of cranial capacity has had many denials. 
However, it may be affirmed that in general the cranial capacity of 
the whites is somewhat greater than that of the colored races. The 
average cranial capacity of the Indo-European is said to be 1,534 
grams, that of the African negro, 1,371 grams, that of the Austra- 
lian, 1,228 grams. But, even if we admit an intimate relation be- 
tween the development of the cranial capacity and social progress, 
that is by no means to admit that the Indo-European has passed 
suddenly from a low grade of intelligence to that which he possesses 
to-day. The intellectual conquests which have produced the white 
man have been gradual and slow. The results of these conquests 
are consolidated in the human brain. This is due to the well known 
law of heredity, which is one of the chief supports of the theory of 
evolution. 

No white child has ever been born with a greater intellectual 



1 Leon Metchnikoff , La civilisation et Us grands Jliuves, Paris, 1889 ; B. Lazare, 
op. cit. 
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development than that of a negro child. Flechsig, who will be 
recognised as an authority, declares that a new-born child, espe- 
cially if its birth has been premature, when the nervous fibres of 
the brain are almost completely deprived of myelin is exactly like 
one of the lower animals. 1 Man, in a state of nature, says Fouill^e, 
is like a child, a sensitive, impulsive being. 2 And yet the psycho- 
logical aptitudes of the child born to civilised parents are enor- 
mously greater than those of a savage child. Exaggerating this 
fact, Mismer writes : " The child of an uncultivated race is obliged 
to learn everything, while the child of the civilised race has only 
to remember." 8 It is then absurd to expect that a colored man, 
brought into a civilised society of whites, should find himself com- 
pletely adapted to his social environment and proceed to contribute 
to new scientific discoveries. Not only the psychical but even the 
physiological superiority of the white man has been slowly ac- 
quired. 

It is due chiefly to the fact that owing to the geographical po- 
sition which the white man occupies, he is compelled continually 
to struggle with other men. On the other hand, the colored race 
contend chiefly against their natural environment. The white man, 
brought into contact with other societies, develops his power of 
adaptation to social environment, and that is possible only by the 
aid of psychic development. But the colored man learns how to 
adapt himself to his natural environment in a manner truly won- 
derful. Thus the Boschimans, often exposed to the pangs of thirst 
learn how to discover the presence of water far under ground. 
Lying down they detect afar off the rising vapor which to other 
eyes is imperceptible. The Esquimaux, unacquainted with the use 
of fire, in order to warm themselves go into a hut of snow. The 
circulation of the blood becomes there more active than under their 
thick and heavy clothes. These people pass from a high degree of 

1 Paul Flechsig, Gehirn und Seele, Leipzig, 1895, and the Revue ginerale des 
sciences pures et appliquees, 1895, p. 790. 

2 A. Fouillee, op. cit., p. 81. 

'Mismer, Le monde musulman. Souvenirs de la Martinique et du Mexique pen- 
dant t 'invasion francaise, Paris, Sandoz. 
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corpulency to a pitiable thinness, according as food is abundant 
or scarce. The European to-day could never adapt himself to such 
an uncertain diet. However, in a prehistoric epoch, when his in- 
tellectual rank was much lower, he was compelled to undergo the 
alternation of more and less abundant natural production. These 
so-called human races are different, because they have undergone 
different conditions of natural environment, because the competition 
and the contact between societies and individuals have been differ- 
ent. Wherever there is lacking to a race a true social competition, 
the intellectual rank is lowered. That does not mean that it could 
not advance if it were placed in the same condition of life as the 
white race. 

Pearson, Le Bon, and others, ask in dismay: "How shall we 
stop this flood of colored races which threatens to engulf the white 
States P" 1 and Fouillee with no less fear remarks : "A colored pop- 
ulation doubles in forty years. In China alone there are already 
four hundred millions. About the middle of the next century there 
will be eight hundred millions."' 2 So these authors are in accord in 
proposing a great European league of the civilised races for resist- 
ing by force the rising tide of colored races. Anything more mean- 
spirited could not be suggested. We, being separately deficient in 
physical force and the force of numbers, propose to unite and bring 
on a struggle with the colored races, availing ourselves of our united 
superiority. But this is hardly worth considering, for such a pre- 
caution would be no precaution at all. With this federation of civil- 
ised races we propose to keep the colored races in their own coun- 
tries. Very well, but will this prevent their increasing rapidly, 
whatever their condition may be? Then when they have reached 
an enormous number, much greater than at present, what is to pre- 
vent this vast and savage population from falling upon the civilised 
world and destroying it? To-day this is not a real danger, but it 



1 Pearson, National Life and Character, London, 1893 ; G. Le Bon, Les civili- 
sations de PInde, Paris, 1890. 

s It may be noted incidentally that these calculations have no scientific value 
whatever. Variations in population cannot be foreseen, especially in countries poor 
and uncivilised. 
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may become a reality. If the whites are superior to the colored 
races, it is with this superiority that they must conquer. 

Let us now see what would be the result if the white races 
should attempt to assimilate the colored. It would certainly result 
in a betterment of the economic condition of the latter. Now it is 
a fact ascertained demographically and shown in the splendid works 
of Levasseur, Cheysson, Messedaglia, Spencer, and others, that the 
birth-rate of a people is in inverse ratio to its economic welfare. In 
proportion as the latter increases, the birth-rate diminishes. The 
colored races brought into contact with the whites ought, therefore, 
to diminish their actual birth-rate. 

Qualenno has written that the colored immigrants in the United 
States are diminishing. This is not true, they are increasing. But 
it is true that proportionally their increase is inferior to that of the 
rest of the population. This fact is proved by the data of the last 
census. See then to what the much feared prolificacy of the colored 
races reduces itself when they are brought into contact with the 
whites. The colored races which are quite uncivilised cannot resist 
the whites in the social competition. The Oceanic race, confronted 
by the European, melts from sight. The Indians of America are di- 
minishing in number every day, in spite of the protection afforded 
by the English Government and by that of the United States. In 
the Sandwich Islands, Cook, about the end of the last century, 
found a population of three hundred thousand. To-day there are 
only forty thousand. 

Even if in Europe immigration were left perfectly free to the 
colored race, it will diminish in number, and will be unable to re- 
sist our social competition. This is the opinion expressed by Elis6e 
Reclus. 

The Chinese gradually, and perhaps less rapidly than the Jap- 
anese, are assimilating many European discoveries. Consequently, 
the commerce of China, in spite of war and the devastations caused 
by cyclones in the South, and the pest at Canton and Shanghai, is 
gradually increasing. The duties collected on imports amounting 
to 122,500,000 hiahram taels (a tael equals £4 12s.) have reached 
an excess over those of 1893 of more than half a million. The ex- 
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ports have increased from 116,600,000 to 128,100,000. These in- 
clude cotton, black tea, tea in bricks, raw white silk, oil, furs, and 
wool. And the Chinese are increasing prodigiously the importation 
of machinery as rapidly as the government removes the restrictions. 
With the increasing competition between individuals, the standard 
of life of this people has been considerably modified. This fact is 
increasing their intellectual development. 

That which is improperly called a race is never an ethnological 
unit, but an historical, intellectual, or moral unit. It is so of the 
Chinese, of the Japanese, and of other colored races. In contact 
with European life, these races are visibly modified. When they 
enter the numerous relations of exchange with civilised people, that 
means that general welfare will be increased. The natural energies 
of the globe will be better utilised for humanity than they are now. 
Various human associations are formed for increasing the comfort 
of individuals, and for rendering labor more productive. 

Why should the colored races be the declared enemies of the 
whites, or vice versa? Does this increase their welfare or their 
wealth? Not in the least. On the contrary, it diminishes it. "Evil," 
says Bentham, "in the last analysis, of whatever kind it may be, is 
pain or loss of pleasure." 1 Then why should not these people unite 
in order to aid each other in the labor of production? Is the color 
of skin an impediment? 

The Chinese emigrate willingly to the United States. In the 
last few years they have formed a colony of 100,000 individuals. 
These Chinese go to the United States because they find it profit- 
able to do so. If the proprietors of manufactories employ them, 
that means that they find their labor useful. One fine day the gov- 
ernment at Washington restricts the immigration of the Chinese. 
It has yielded to a coalition of laborers, which, as we have seen, is 
the negation of all sense of justice. Such action on the part of the 
Government at Washington surely does not increase the welfare 
or the wealth of the United States, and it opens the way for the 
same restrictions against the Italians and all other immigrants who 

1 J. Bentham, Works, French translation, Brussels, 1842, Vol. I., p. 262. 
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will accept a low wage. Some time it may reach the stage of for- 
bidding all immigration, to which the United States owes its great- 
ness. How their prosperity would be diminished by such an act, 
or by any other social-economic exclusiveness ! It would diminish 
the welfare of the very ones who think they would be benefited. 

See how Chinese exclusiveness has condemned that people to 
continuous poverty. Men are not born to fight each other, and to 
rob their neighbors. Let this be done by barbarous people who do 
not know how to work. People who have arrived at a certain degree 
of mental development know that the true source of social welfare 
is the production of wealth obtained by means of labor. Now the 
productivity of labor is enormously increased by association, and 
by the assistance of the discoveries of science. If the white people 
should give direction to the labor of the colored races, the welfare 
of both will be increased, and in the long run all the differences 
and prejudice of the different races will disappear. 

To-day a good is mistaken for an evil. A colored laborer offers 
his work for a low wage. Is it not true that so far as the white race 
is concerned this is just so much gain? When the intellectual de- 
velopment of a colored laborer has increased and he demands a 
higher salary, perhaps this question may be looked at in a different 
way. 

The conflict of races, of societies, of classes, etc., is only a 
manifestation of the spirit of exclusiveness. Individuals instead of 
working and associating their labor for increasing their welfare, 
contend against each other. They are deluded into thinking that 
the spoliation of others and the transforming of themselves into 
parasites increases their welfare. These antagonisms of races, of 
societies, of classes, in reality are attempts to transform themselves 
into parasites or to react against social parasitism. 

The Roumanians struggle against the Magyars because they 
are despoiled by them in a most shameful manner. The southern 
States of the North American union wished to separate from the 
northern for the same reason. This parasitism would never have 
produced the loss of sixty-two milliards, which is the sum at which 
the damages occasioned by the War of Secession are estimated. 
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The spirit of exclusiveness finds its natural basis in ignorance, 
in blind individualism. The cautious human egoist sees that the 
only source of welfare and of wealth is labor, and for two individ- 
uals who find it profitable to work together in order to increase 
their mutual welfare, diversity of race, of color, of form of the head, 
of nationality or social class, constitute no impediment. If all men 
are once convinced of this truth then the spirit of exclusiveness will 
disappear. Then in sociology the question of the origin of races 
and of civilisations will no longer command the same interest as 
to-day. 

G. Fiamingo. 
Rome. 



